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HOW THE BEMINIWATTE FIELD LABORATORY OF THE 
ARTI SEEKS TO HELP FARMERS 

The Agrarian Research and Training Insti
tute was established a little over an year 
ago and is devoted to studying the problems 
of the farmers. To be a successful farmer 
you need not only good land, better seed or 
animals.sufficient fertilizer, and so on,but 
also a number of supporting services. It is 
a function of the Agrarian Research & Train
ing Institute to see how these supporting 
services work and to see where and how they 
can be improved. 

The Beminiwatte Fiel^ Centre is princi
pally interested in three things. They are 
firstly, the land tenure structure, or your 
relationship to the land you cultivate. You 
may cultivate the lands as an owner,a tenant, 
a hired labourer, or by some arrangement like 
Thattumaru or Kattitaaru.Some of the arrange
ments retard productivity and do not give 
you,the farmer,a fair return for your labour. 
The basis on which you hold your land and 
how it affects you anfl the produce you get 
from your labour is one of the concerns of 
the Institute. 

Secondly, there is the question of what 
use you make of your farm land, or in other 
words, the production structure. Do you, as 
a farmer, get the best use of,your land by 
growing the right crop at the right time, by 
rearing the correct type of animal,by having 



a mix of crops and animals, or in a word, by 
-using your land to get the highest possible 
income? 

Thirdly, you, as a farmer, need a number 
of supporting services* You need credit with 
which to buy your seed,or fertilizer,or agro-
chemicals; you need to have a knowledgeable 
person to consult in case you face a new 
agricultural problem; when your harvest is 
ready you need to take it to a point where 
you can sell it, and yoo require transport 
for the purpose; you also need to get a fair 
price for your produce, and so on. Do you 
get what you need at the time you need it? 
In order that you run your farm successfully 
you need to have all these services. The 
Institute will lookainto every one of these 
matters and see how efficiently or otherwise 
they work. 

The field centre at Beminiwatte gives the 
Institute an opportunity to study your prob-
lemtf from your point 0 4 view" as v,ou experi
ence them from day to day. Beminiwattle will 
cover the area of an Agricultural Producti
vity Centre and will include about seven to 
eight thousand families, most of them like 
yours, engaged in farming. The staff of the 
Agrarian Research & Training Institute will 
constantly make visits to Beminiwatte. and 
ge1^ to know all the farm families very inti
mately. We will endeavour to know each of 
you by name, the field officers working in 
the area, and we will be able to watch how 
the services work in actual practice. 

The staff of the Institute will be coming 
there as your friends to study your problems 



with you and see how together with you we 
could solve there. 

The Institute has another function apart 
from studying your problems.That is ,a train
ing function. Those whom we seek to train 
will be public officers working in your area, 
members of your own institutions such as 
Cultivation Committees and Co-operative So
cieties and farmers like yourself. We will 
help you to build effective institutions 
through which you will be able to press for 
your rights as farmers. 

The Institute is not coming to you in the 
belief that it knows all the. problems, or 
that it has easv, ready-made solutions. The 
Institute, however, f^els that it can get 
closer to you and discuss your problems with 
you and in a friendly.informal way, help you 
through at least some of your difficulties. 
In this way the Institute can gather a lot 
of useful information which can be passed on 
to farmery li?ke >̂ ou in other parts of the 
country where their problems are more or less 
similar.From time to time the Institute will 
be bringing to Beminiwatte groups of farmers 
to meet* you, discuss your problems, see how 
you tackle them, perhaps tell you something 
of the way they have, tackled their problems,, 
and so bring about a dialogue between the 
farmers of Beminiwatte and farmers in other 
parts of the country. 

The Agrarian Field Laboratory will work 
in close co-operation with the Agricultural 
Productivity Committee of your area. You are 
aware, that the Agricultural Productivity 
Committee is being appointed to look after 
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the agricultural needs of your a r e a . This 
Committee will seek to raise the productivity 
of your holdings and with it your income. 
This Committee Is being appointed in terms of 
the new Agricultural Productivity Law which 
was passed recently in the State Assembly. 

The Agricultural Productivity Committee 
will function from the Agricultural Service 
Centre which is due to be opened shortly in 
your area. This new centre is going to be a 
boon to all the farmers in your area if only 
you will know how to make the best use of 
the services that will be rendered by the 
Centre. In this Service Centre, the members 
of the Agricultural Productivity Committee 
appointed from among you, will work with 
government officials «of the various depart
ments such as the Department of Agriculture, 
the Rural Institutions Division of the Mini
stry of Agriculture & Lands,the Co-operative 
Department and other institutions such as 
The Bank of Ceylon, in order to bring to
gether under one roof all services that you 
will.require to increase production. This 
Centre is situated in a central place and 
will be accessible to all farmers of the 
area and will endeavour to give advice and 
information about the provisions of the n e w 
law and also help you to get your require
ments of farm Inputs, such as fertilizer, 
weedicides, credit, etc., with the least 

. •. inconvenience to yourself. The officers 
working for this Centre will always be pre
pared to meet you personally and give you 
advice where necessary. 

At this Centre, the ARTI will also have a 
room as a base for work in the field labors- 'j 
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tory area. The research officers and other 
officials frora the Institute will meet you 
and other officials here in order to know 
you intimately and study your problems, They 
will also visit your farms in order to carry 
out on-the-spot surveys and studies.You will 
therefore, note that the field laboratory of 
the ARTI and the Agricultural Productivity 
Committee of your area are going to be very 
closely associated with your farming activi
ties. 

In your village the Cultivation Committee 
is being reorganised. The Cultivation Com
mittee will in future not confine their 
activities to paddy lands onlv. They will, 
as agents of the Agricultural Productivity 
Committee be in future interested in helping 
you to increase the output from your high
lands as well. 

Tn essence,the Agricultural Service Centre 
and the Agricultural Productivity Committee 
will endeavour to ensure an uninterrupted 
supply eof ©agricultural inputs and better 
management standards. The ARTI for its part 
will in the field laboratory area study in 
depth the problems affecting agricultural 
supply an* inputs, the.effectiveness of your 
village level institutions etc., with a view 
to suggesting possible solutions that are 
capable of being implemented by the respec
tive government institutions. 

We hope that your assistance and co
operation will always be forthcoming in all . 
our endeavours. 
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